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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

MR, WLLI AM EVANOFF: | guess we are ready
to get started. And | think the first thing we are going
to do is have a prayer. And | think Melvin is going to
| ead us in that.

(Prayer led by Melvin Trefon.)

MR. SHANE MCCOY: So WI I just asked ne
what the format was. So | will give a brief introduction,
after which we will show a brief production that was
created to try to animate the project as proposed right
now. At that tine | will proceed down the list of folks
who have signed in and are wanting to comment in the
public forum Please be respectful, as we understand many
peopl e want to hear and many people want to be heard. So
t hank you.

First of all, good afternoon. M nane is Shane
McCoy. |I'mthe lead for the United States Arny. | woul d
| i ke to thank you on behalf of the United States Arny for
participating in this public portion of devel opnent of an
ElIS | evel of anal ysis.

So this introduction has been evolving a little bit
based on interactions | have had with fol ks over the past
couple weeks. | would like to provide a little bit of
clarity with regards to the Corps of Engineers. The Corps

of Engi neers has many business lines, regulatory is one of

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

whi ch. You may be famliar also with our civil works

fol ks who help build harbors and ot her infrastructure, our
mlitary construction and ot her business |lines that the
Corps of Engineers is actively engaged in throughout the
wor | d.

The regulatory programis unique in the fact that, as
a permtting agency, we are neither for nor against
projects. W have a delicate bal ance of unbiased anal ysi s
used to informdecisions after the anal ysis.

Qur authority -- you mght ask why the Arny is a
permtting agency. In 1899 the Rivers and Harbors Act was
passed by Congress. It had to do with the nation's
navi gabl e waters. So who better to enforce keeping the
nation's navi gable waters open than the Arny? |In the
"70s, the environnent, both literal and the |egislative
envi ronnent, passed a |law called the Cean Water Act under
which the United States Arny Corps of Engi neers was
del egated the authority to evaluate and permt the
di scharge of dredge and/or fill material into the waters
of the US. So that is why we are here today.

You ask why are we here; we have comrented nmany
times. This is very well understood, and there is a | arge
amount of -- over a mllion coments already out there
associated with different agencies doing their own work.

The Arny Corps of Engi neers had not received a permt
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until 22 Decenber |ast year. The Arny is required to
review permt applications. Wen the application cane
in --

Al federal actions nust conply with what's call ed
t he Natural Environnental Policy Act. |It's a process of

di scl osure and docunentation and analysis to inform

decisions. There are three -- and all federal agencies
nust adhere to the NEPA -- I"mgoing to call it --
procedur e.

There are three federal agencies that have a deci sion
to make with regards to this project: The Arny Corps of
Engi neers with regards to, again, the navigable waters and
di scharge of dredge and/or fill material associated wth
the proposal; the United States Coast Guard has a
permt -- they will have to nmake a decision with regards
to a bridge over the Newhal en River; and the Departnment of
the Interior's Bureau of Safety and Environnent al
Enf orcenment; they have to nmake a determ nation wth
regards to the natural gas pipeline on the Quter
Continental Shelf. Those are the three federal agencies
that nust participate in the NEPA process. W've also
i nvited ot her agencies with specialty expertise and
jurisdiction by law to participate as cooperating
agenci es.

Your input today, the part of the comment peri od,
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this public scoping period -- which I will rem nd peopl e,
If you are not aware, we have extended the comment peri od
to close 29 June. So there is an additional 60 days from
the original 30. W put out the application when it was
determ ned conplete for everyone to start review ng. The
permt application has been out for review for
approximately 90 to 100 days now. It can be reviewed on
t he project website, pebbleprojecteis.com There are
little cards on the sign-in table that have that address
for that website.

And comments that are being | oaded or being submtted
on that website are realtine live available with people's
contact information. And as a disclainer, any comments
that are received during the public coment period will be
made publicly avail able, including information about the
person providing that comment. Additionally, on that
website there is a whole suite of baseline data that we're
taking a hard |l ook at. W understand there is a | ot of
information in there to be digested. W w || be going
through that. Not all of it will be used or cited in the
final docunent. Wth that being said, there is a
t remendous anount of information on that website for your
consi derati on.

Your comments during the scoping comment period help

I nformwhat we're going to analyze. It helps inform
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specific issues, potential mtigation, potenti al
alternatives, and it is really very hel pful for us to know
what we don't know. And that is why we canme out and chose
to have public neetings in the areas in the Bristol Bay
region as well as other areas to hel p i nform deci si ons by
t he peopl e who use the area and have known the area for a
l ong tine.

Pl ease understand that the comments nust be -- the
framewor k of our docunent nust have a nexus to the
proposed i npacts under the jurisdiction of the three
federal agencies. So again, the Coast Guard with a permt
for the bridge, the Corps for discharge of dredge and fill
material. | would |like to make it very clear that the
Cor ps does not regulate mnes. That's the State of
Al aska. But we do regul ate the discharge of dredge and
fill material. And we will analyze first inpacts,
secondary inpacts, cunulative inpacts in this docunent.

There are three ways for you to provide coments
right now Today, the public coment period, you can cone
up and provide the comment to the large group. It will be
recorded by our court reporter. And to that, | would like
to say if you can speak slower than ne and all ow her to
see your nmouth, it will help her to accurately capture
what you are providing your comrent on.

In addition, if you have prepared a witten statenent
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that you will be commenting on, if you can | eave that with
her, as well, it wll also help us nake sure we have
accurately captured your comment today.

Additionally, there are conputers over here if you
would like to directly input your coment. And there is
an interactive mapping feature on there so that you can be
site specific, so this is a very specific comment to this
very specific site. You can do that today, or you can
visit the website on your own tinme. Again, you have until
June 29 to provide comments. O you can provide a witten
comment to Patty or soneone sitting at the sign-in desk

Wth that, | would like to turn it over to the real
Intent of the neeting today. And |I'd |like to ask Luther
Hobson, Jr., would you like to cone up?

|"msorry. Hold on. Thank you, Jon. Right now we
are going to show a brief animtion of the proposed
project as it is today.

(A video was shown.)

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Now to the public
comment portion. Luther Hobson, Jr.

MR LUTHER HOBSON, JR: | wote it on the
t hi ng up there.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Ckay.

MR JACK HOBSON: Is there, like, a tine

limt?
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MR. SHANE MCCOY: Well, I'mnot putting a
strict tinme limt onit. W want to be fair and equitable
t o everybody.

MR JACK HOBSON: Are you fromthe Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers?

MR, SHANE MCCOY: I am

MR, JACK HOBSON: | was wondering if you
could explain to us how you guys use this information
before we get started, who eventually makes the deci sion
on this.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: |'m sorry?

MR, JACK HOBSON: How you guys use this
I nformati on that you gather, how you guys nake the
decision on the permtting and stuff.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: So the question is how
we are going to use the informati on and how we nake permt
decisions. So the process for the National Environmental
Policy Act is it's really an analysis, and there is no
deci sion at the end of an Environnental |npact Statenent.
The information that we wll be -- will be used to make a
record of decision for the three federal agencies,

i ncl udi ng the Corps of Engineers. Once we have the
analysis, we apply it to our public interest review
factors. There are 21 of those, | believe. And then we

al so apply the 404(b)(1) guidelines. So we can only
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permt the | east environnentally damagi ng and practicabl e
alternative.

So the information within the EISitself wll inform
t he Coast Guard, BSEE, Bureau of Safety and Environnent al
Enf orcenment, and the Corps of Engineers with regards to
what their authorities are. Does that nake sense?

So understand that the process under NEPA doesn't
result in a decision. It inforns the decisions to be nade
by the federal agenci es.

MR JACK HOBSON: So it's not |ike the end
of it, right?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: OCh, no. This is the
begi nning of it. And do understand that up until now the
Corps of Engineers did not have a permt application for
any project and, therefore, until we have a permt
application, we wouldn't start this process. Now that we
have a permt application, we begin scoping, again, to try
and i nform what the franmework of the docunent | ooks |ike
and environnental issues, both benefits and negative
alternatives and all that kind of stuff, that wll be used
to informour decision at the end. Does that nmake sense?

MR JACK HOBSON:  Yeah.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Jacki e Hobson, woul d you
|l i ke to cone up? Wuld you like to provide a comment in

public? Again, I'mgoing to try to -- if you can, if you
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don't m nd standi ng back here so our reporter can see you.

MR, JACK HOBSON: My nane is Jack Hobson,
and | was a tribal president for 12 years and did a | ot of
work on this Pebble Mne stuff. But there is a |ot of
concerns | have is that during the wintertine on the road,
t he haul road, how are they going to take care of the ice
and stuff |ike that; are they going to use sand,
chem cal s? During the summertine, the dust and stuff, how
are they going to keep that down? Lake Iliama, you know,
t hat place blows like hell. You got five different passes
over there, and when it blows a certain way, it cones
through that -- is that going to be part of the study,
too, or is that --

MR SHANE MCCOY:  Yep.

MR JACK HOBSON: \What about the aquatic
life that's inside the |ake, the fish and the seals and
stuff; is that going to be part of the study, too?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Absol utely.

MR. JACK HOBSON: So another thing is that
up there where the proposed Pebble project is going to be,
you know, when they are doing this they said that -- |
asked them about it being wetlands, and the EPA told ne
that they can't, you know, put it wetlands because there
are certain vegetation that has to be in place before it

can be considered wetlands. Howis that going to play
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into this? |Is that ever going to be considered wetl ands?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: So unfortunately, this
isn't a question-and-answer period. |I'mreally requesting
you guys to identify, like, fugitive dust is a concern.
And you know - -

MR JACK HOBSON: Well, it is a concern,

t oo, the water

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Absolutely. Absolutely.
But if the venue beconmes such that it's a dial ogue back
and forth as opposed to maybe if you want to ask one of
our other folks sone of those questions -- | want to be
fair to everybody and give everybody an equal option to
provide their issues and concerns. Does that nmake sense?

MR JACK HOBSON:  Yeah.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: But we can have a
conversation on a sidebar, or if you want to talk to Katie
with regard to sonme of these --

MR. JACK HOBSON: The other thing is the
water. | know when they are going to start the m ning,

they are going to do what they call dewatering the whole

system |Is that going to be part of the study, howit's
going to inpact the animal |life and the stuff around
the -- around the proposed m ne?

There is a lot of concerns |I have but, then, | don't

know if we are on atine limt or what, you know, as far
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as ne standi ng up here.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Well, again, I1'd like to
gi ve everyone equal opportunity.

MR, JACK HOBSON: But | got other
concerns. And | know that you have a website, so I'll --
you know, just to be fair with everybody else, I'll | ook
at the website.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Thank you. John
Branson. And again, | will reiterate what | nentioned.

We do have other Corps of Engi neers fol ks here. [If you
would like a little bit nore information about our process
or our role, Katie McCafferty is over there.

MR. JOHN BRANSON: Thank you very nmuch.

G ad to be here today. And it's an honor, really, to talk
about this subject, which I've never talked in a public
forum about ny feelings about Pebble, but | have witten
about it. 1'll just -- | have a nunmber of points | want
to make. And first, sone of it I'lIl speak w thout | ooking
at ny notes, and sonme of it I'll have to |ook at them a
bit.

So for thousands of years Natives have lived in a
steady state with their environnent, but when
Eur o- Aneri cans cane on the scene, they did not want to
hear about how the Natives lived on the |land. And the

rest is history, as they say.
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Now here we are in Bristol Bay. This is the | ast
great unsullied headwaters, you m ght say, of the wld
salnon. There is no other place. |If this gets nmessed up,
there is no other place like this in the world. And to ne
it's a national security issue because, first and
forenpost, humans have to eat. And why would we jeopardi ze
in any way the hone, this pristine hone of the wild sal non
and al so the Native people that have lived in harnmony wth
this resource for thousands of years? You know, it's, to
nme, irresponsible.

So the Pebble -- Pebble project cones here inits --
in a proposal. This is this isolated place. Again, there
Is nothing like Bristol Bay when you tal k about a pristine
environnent in this day and age. And just -- if you doubt
me, just start reading a newspaper, you know, for about 30
days in a row and read about the -- what's going on in the
worl d today. Wiether you believe in climte change or not
Is immterial because it's happening. You don't have to
believe in it, but we are all going to get dragged al ong.
And when you have sonething |like this proposal, which is
grandiose -- it's |ike people on LSD when they canme up
wth this idea. | nean, they are not rational because you
can't do such a huge project as this w thout nessing up
the environnent. There is just -- you know, it's

I rrepl aceabl e.
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So look. Here is Senator Ted Stevens. Now, he never
nmet an environnental or devel opnmental project that he
didn't love, that he didn't enbrace, and that he didn't go
to the wall for, except Pebble. Now, Ted Stevens, if Ted
St evens was against it, why? Location, |ocation,
| ocation. That's why he was -- | nean, again, this is --
there is no replacing this area. It has to be enphasi zed.

It shouldn't really be because people shoul d
under stand the wonderful -- it's a privilege to live out
here, you know, especially if you are a Native person and
you have had t housands of years out here. |'ma newcomner.
And | could see it after a while. And | understood the
rich resource.

So anot her very fine statesman from Al aska, Jay
Hanmond, it was the sanme thing. He believed this was a
uni que area. He told nme nore than once, he said, the
Bristol Bay is the richest area in fish and gane in the
whol e state of Al aska, territory of Alaska. And he had
sonet hing he called malignant growh. Malignant grow h.
And there is no better exanple of nmalignancy or cancer, a
tunmor on the | andscape than this Pebble M ne project.

It's just preposterous.

| f you think about it rationally, to pull off al

t hese things here w thout negatively inpacting -- these

charts here, they are beautiful on the wall and they | ook
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great, but they are too grandi ose. Humans have t hese
great expectations. It's hard to live up to this kind of
st andar d.

Bel | a Hammond, al so definitely a |ifelong Bristol Bay
resident, is opposed to it. And |I know, you know, other
peopl e who -- Native people in Bristol Bay, |ifel ong
resi dents who have -- initially they were supportive of
t he concept of Pebble, but upon reflection and thought and
di al ogue with their friends and nei ghbors and fish
bi ol ogi sts, they say, hey, yeah, we understand this now
This is a precious thing. There is no other place like
this in the world with the water resources, the
unsullied -- why is that? Because there is no road here.
There is few human bei ngs here.

W can't -- you know, we tend to ness things up. And
when there is a lot of people, there is a lot of problens.
And when you don't have a big popul ation, they have been
able -- the human bei ngs haven't been able to negatively
I npact this area. So we have to think about it in that
terns.

Once this is gone, if it gets -- it happens on our
wat ch, do we want to take that to our graves thinking
about, hey, we thought we could get a quick buck here and,
bango, our fish aren't com ng back anynore?

So | just wanted to talk about it's a noral issue, in
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my opinion. This is -- when it conmes right down to it,
it's a noral issue, |ike, because there is such a thing as
social responsibility for corporations. And one of them
i's, hey, you can do sonething, you can try sonething, but
if it negatively inpacts hunan bei ngs, naybe you don't
want to do that, you shouldn't do that.

And the history of hard rock mning, it's not that
great, | nean, as far as being a benign force on the
envi ronnent .

And again, | read an article in the New York Tines a
few years ago, and they said the nation of Afghanistan has
so nuch mneral potential. And | was thinking, you know,
that's a way to bring peace to Afghanistan. They don't
have the water resources we do. They could have their
m ne. Maybe Pebble could go over there and check that
out. | understand that the Chinese are already there, so

maybe t he Canadi ans would |like to go there.

So again, I'mjust going to sumari ze now. But the
Pebbl e project, | think, is a grandi ose fantasy, and it
just -- it's the wong place. The wong place. The wong
| ocati on.

And | guess | have a netaphor for what this area --
what the Pebble project to ne is -- suggests, and it is
this: That there was a fanous C vil War general naned

Joshua Law ence Chanberlain. He accepted Lee's surrender
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sword at Appomattox. He was wounded six tinmes, and he
lived to be 86 years old. One of the wounds when he was
35 years old, he lived about 50 years with this wound. It
never healed. It never healed. It superated [sic] pus
constantly, but he lived with it. And finally it
overwhel ned his system
And | think of this Pebble project, if it ever cane
online, it would be Iike a superati ng wound exudi ng pus,
toxi c waste, mning waste. And you can't -- the big gully
washer, the rain storns we have, you know, bl ow ng out
t hese contai ni ng ponds and so forth -- so that's how | see
t hat .
| just think froma whole host of reasons that |'ve
enunerated here in a haphazard way but, nonethel ess, |
think it's the wong | ocation, the wong project, and it's
not well thought out and it shoul dn't happen here.
So thank you.
MR, SHANE MCCOY: M chelle Ravennoon.
M5. M CHELLE RAVENMOON: | didn't sign up.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: kay. There was a
little smley face. | thought that was yes.
M5. M CHELLE RAVENMOON: No.
MR, SHANE MCCOY: Ti m Vogel .
MR TIMVOGEL: 1'd like to thank you guys

for listening to our comments, and | hope they wll be
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recei ved. But ny concerns are, | live in Port A sworth at
t he headwaters of the Bristol Bay watershed, and in any
gi ven year there are anywhere between 175,000 to upwards
of 700,000 red sal non cone into Lake Cark. And it's
al ways an exciting tinme to watch people set their nets,
and they gather their famlies and relatives. And it's
really a unique thing to see, you know. Another -- you
know, nmy concern is that the fish will go away.

| mean, running a ferry across 365, 24 hours a day or

a trip once and back across, that's going to disrupt --

you have got noise comng fromthe engines. It's going to
confuse the fish. | nmean, they are not going to want to
cone up to their natural habitat. They will find sone

ot her place or just die off.

Anot her concern seeing that filmwas that natural gas
pipeline in Cook Inlet. So it's not only going to affect
this area; it's going to affect the sal non runs in Cook
Inlet. W have beluga whales in Cook Inlet, which at one
tine they were an endangered species. |I'mnot sure if
they are now, but why take a chance? There is five
species of salnon that run up Cook Inlet. And it's going
to affect sportfishing. 1It's going to affect State
revenue fromoutsiders conmng in and getting their permt,
di pnetters. You nanme it. And there is a real -- real

chance that it's going to affect the sal non runs, not only
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here, but in the Cook Inlet region. And that's far nore
reaching than just this area.

Anot her thing, the nane Pebble is deceiving. You
t hi nk of a pebble, yeah, it's little. But when you throw
it into a pond, it makes a big ripple. And it's going to
have a ripple effect if they are allowed to go ahead and
put this mne through. And that's a real concern.

And | am al so concerned about our federal governnent.
We cane from Europe, and we settled on these shores. W
had our Revolutionary War, and then we started to expand
across the continent. Well, through m sunderstandi ng,
just because the Native Indians lived a sinpler way of
life, it doesn't nean they were inferior. They were doing
It right. They didn't see all the magic in gold and
silver and all that. They were living the right
lifestyle. And that led to the Trail of Tears. And we
know what happened there. Add that to Wunded Knee. And
this is all history.

And our federal governnent just stood by just so the
rich could get richer and they could displace just because

t hey thought the Native peoples were inferior. Wll, they

are not. Today they are Americans just |like we are.
And |1've |lived out here for seven years. 1've
| earned to respect their way of life. | don't always

under st and everything they do, but nobody understands
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everything. And as far as |I'mconcerned, this is just

another way for the rich to get richer and to tranple on
Anerican Natives. And they have borne it for centuries.
And | hope that our governnment will finally wise up and
go, instead of making it worse, let's nake things right.

So thank you for your tine.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Darcelle Ball uta.

MS. DARCELLE BALLUTA: Hi . Can everybody
hear ne? M nane is Darcelle Balluta. I'moriginally
fromthe Fort Bel knap I ndi an Reservation | ocated in
sout hcentral Montana. Half of nmy life |l lived with m ning
fromthe 1980s to the 1990s, half of ny childhood life. |
heard of m ning on the other side of our reservation
boundary lines. The tailings of the m ne danaged the
wat er of the creeks on our side of the reservation
boundary | i nes. It made the creek, the rocks, |ook rusty,
made the water | ook |ike coffee.

After the people -- after the m ning operation shut
down, the people had to turn sonewhere else to |ook for a
j ob because of the damage of what the mne did. They had
to look for a job -- job for somewhere el se because of
work -- my uncles | ooked for jobs for sonewhere else to
support the famly.

The mne, it ruined the |and and the environnent and

t he peopl e and the aninal s.
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That's all | have say.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Paul Hobson, Sr.
MR PAUL HOBSON, SR.: | signed up -- |
just put ny --
MR, SHANE MCCOY: Do you not want to?
Woul d you li ke to speak?
MR, PAUL HOBSON, SR.: | can say

sonething, | guess. Thank you. M nane is Paul Hobson.

22

| lived nost of ny life here on the lake. All that m ning

that we -- | have been up there before working on the m ne

up there, and it's right where nost of our relatives -- |
even trap and |ived around there. M dad showed ne al

t he pl aces where he trapped, all those beaver holes. |

know all them | akes and everywhere. W have been up there

for a few years trappi ng, and he showed ne around.

| noticed after the mning started and all the

traffic up there, I went up there after -- during the tine

when they were still traveling back and forth with the
hel i copters, and it was so nuch of a change. Even it's
just the barely touch of the start of the mne. And you
could just see nothing around there, | nean, as far as,
you know, the animals that we used to hunt. And it was
| i ke searching harder to find what we needed up there.
And once they get this started, it's going to be even a

| ot worse even this close by here around the vill ages and
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stuff.
| think the noise inpact -- and not only the
wat er shed, the noise, but what's going to be in effect for
this whole area? But it's hard to say that, you know, us
bei ng against it or whatever. You know, we al so have to
t hi nk about our children and our grandchildren, you know.
| mean, we know they need jobs, too; and not only them
but right now here at present, you know. So we just hope
t hat everybody can work together and solve this problem
Li ke he said, it |Iooks good on a map, you know, but
personally, | wouldn't trust it. But it's a -- you know
we just have to see how you guys all put it together, how
It works. That's the main thing is -- so | appreciate you
guys listening to ne.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Thank you. June Tracey.
M5. JUNE TRACEY: (Speaking in

At habaskan.) [It's good to see everybody. M nane is June

Tracey. |I'mup here to nake a comment as a citizen of the
community. |I'mnot representing the tribe. 1'm not
representing the city. |I'mnot representing the

corporation. And this conmes fromny heart and soul is
what |'mtrying to say, | guess, because it's -- we have
been fighting this thing here for the last 20 years. W
have had hearings. W have had neetings. W have had

neeti ngs where it wasn't very pleasant, where there was a
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| ot of cursing, back stabbing.

This here is just a proposal. And we have had all
ki nds of entities conme into our community. W had the
conservation group, the environnental group, Park Service,
t he | odges, the commercial fishernmen, United Tribes and,
heaven knows, people from Lower 48, people that don't live
around here, comng and telling us what's no good for us
and what is good for us. And we listened to it for the
| ast 20 years.

And the way | feel right now, we are economcally
poor. W have been fighting this thing here. 1In the
early days, we have had a lot of activities in our
comunity. W were united. Now we are divided because of
sonething that cane into our conmmunities, not only here in
our villages, but other villages that supported us in
maki ng deci si ons and hel pi ng out each other fromthe
different communities when disaster strikes.

Now al |l these people here tell us we can't do this,
we can't do that. That's not good for you. You know, to
this day, all these entities tell us this stuff here.

They go back to where they are living, and they forget

about little old Nondalton and all the Native people here

that lived here all our lives. | said |l was born here. |
was raised here, and I'lIl die here. 1'll push up the
bi rches and cranberries. Mybe sonmebody w || pick
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cranberries off of ny grave, but that's okay, too.

But it's, like, I think it's tinme for us as conmmunity
nmenbers, the people that |ive here year-round, we nake our
own deci sions, not sonebody el se, you know. Because | ook
at us now. Wat have becone of us? W stab each other in
t he back. W talk about how no good we are. And | pray
t hat everybody is praying for us. But you know, | enjoy
the information the people that cone around into our
community to share with us. And it's -- it's good to have
t hat know edge. 1'mgetting edunmacated [sic] in a |ot of
things | didn't know |I'mnaive in a |lot of things. But
I"'mwilling to | earn.

You know, the -- the majority of our nenbers here is
not comrercial fishernen. | think there is two permts
and one set net. And we don't nmake noney off of the
fishing. W live for the subsistence way of life. W put
it in our freezer. W dry it, we salt it, and we eat it.
And this is for our winter nonths. So | appreciate
everybody. I'mnot trying to hurt anybody's feelings, but
| think it's time for us to start really saying and | et us
say what we want to say in the Native communities.

| said this is honme. | love ny water. |'ma
freshwater Indian. 1'll never live on the coast. 'l
never |ive anywhere but here in Nondalton. This is hone.

And | think it's tinme for us to all stand together instead
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of saying things that are not right. W talk about -- we

have been tal king about this for 20 years. Wat have we

ever acconplished? And we are still talking about it, and
there is nothing happening. WII it be next 40 years we
will still be saying the sanme thing? | don't know. |'m
not going to be around. | hope | don't live to be that

ol d, you know.

But | think it's tine for us to start really working
t oget her, saying things together what's best for our
community. | don't want to | ose any nore people out of
our vill ages that nove out or see ny school -- or see ny
school | ose children. W have a hard enough tine to go to
Iliamma. |f we charter a plane, it's $300 or $200. W
can't even go across the | ake right now because of water
or energencies or just to go down there for events. |It's
sonething that we really have to think about here in our
own conmunity, not sonebody else fromthe outside telling
us what to do.

That' s enough.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Thank you. Ventura

Sanmani ego.

MR, VENTURA SANANI EGO My nanme is Ventura
Samani ego. | amthe president and CEO of Kijik
Cor poration, as nost of you already know. | amalso the

presi dent of Chuchuna M nerals Conpany. Chuchuna M nerals
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Conpany is a conpany jointly owned by Kijik Corporation
and Al aska Earth Sciences based in Anchorage. Al aska
Earth Sciences is a geological consulting firmbased in
Anchorage, and they've been around for about the |ast 40
years.

Just of couple comrents before | offer you ny
testinmony, and that is, |'ve probably made nore
presentations in this roomthan anybody in this roomright
now. And there is sone baseline rules that you should be
aware of. And it m ght be helpful in other neetings that
you have in the future.

Nunber one, you started out the neeting with an
enor nous anount of information, inportant information
describing the history of the Corps, why the Corps is
involved in this. And you al so expl ai ned the mandat ory
agencies that are involved in the process. And you
I nparted a trenmendous anmount of information in just the 10
or 12 mnutes that you spoke in your introduction. But
it's very helpful for folks in Nondalton, as well as al
the other |ocations you mght go to, to have it in a
Power Poi nt so people are reading it. | don't think it
woul d take very long to outline sone of the infornation
you wer e sayi ng.

| wll tell you today that | have fiel ded questions

as basic as what is the Corps of Engineers. And so on the
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basis of that alone, | would encourage you to consi der
putting up in PowerPoint a |ot of your introduction
conment s.

| think the filmwas hel pful, but | think even | got
alittle bit lost as to where you were when you were
inmparting all that information, nunber one. Nunber two,
when you show a | ocation or a picture of the proposed port
facility, a lot of people don't know where that point is.
It would be hel pful al ongside that to have a map of Cook
I nl et which shows specifically where that's | ocated at.
That isn't too helpful. | mean, everybody probably
assunes that jetty juts out into Cook Inlet, but they
don't know exactly where, so it's hard to assess wthout a
map.

Cetting back to nmy role in Chuchuna M nerals Conpany,
it's nmy understanding that the Corps -- sone of the
testinony that's been given in other |ocations has nmade
reference to the Groundhog project. The G oundhog is a
mning claimjointly owned by Al aska Earth Sci ences and
Kiji k Corporation under the name of Chuchuna M nerals, as
| nmentioned earlier. W are approxinmately four mles
north from Pebble East. W are not |ocated in the
wat er shed that was of concern to the EPA when they
conpl eted their watershed assessnent.

' m not exactly sure what sone of the coments are
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that you are hearing. They may be comrents that over tine
Chuchuna would |i ke to have the opportunity to respond to.
But nore than that, I'mhere to let the Corps know that in
t he course of your neetings, that if you ever desire to
know nore about what our activities are -- and they are
nowhere near the | evel of Pebble -- and | guess to
illustrate that, you know, the Pebble project, they have
drilled over 1,300 holes. Last year we drilled four. W
just started. In the comng -- in this year it doesn't

| ook like we will do any. So we are, in terns of scale,
much, nmuch small er.

But if you ever feel there is anything you need to
know about our project, we are nore than wlling to share
that information with you just so there is no confusion in
the process. In ny view, there is -- there has been from
the -- fromthe onset of the Pebble controversy an
enor nous anmount of this information that has been
circulated, and ny effort wll be to try to elimnate or
mtigate as nuch of that as | possibly can. And I'm
hopeful that the Corps wll follow up on ny invitation to
nmeet whenever you want to if you think you need further
expl anation on this project.

That's all | have to say. Thank you for your tine.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Billy Trefon, Jr.
MR, BILLY TREFON, JR.: Hel | o, everybody.
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Most everybody here knows who | am |I'mBilly Trefon, Jr.
I'"mon the Nondalton Tribal Council, but |I'm here speaking
on ny own behal f, and hopefully |I'm speaki ng on behal f of
sone of the tribal nenbers that oppose the mne. But |I'd
like to start off with: The nountains behind the village
here, that's our traditional subsistence hunting | ands,
and we have trails and old traditional trails that go over
the nmountain. And those trails still exist today. |

mean, there is old traps up there that still exist today.

The other thing is our clean water and our fish. You
tal k about this drainage which is just going to conme out
by Talarik Creek. Were the mne is at, they are | ooking
at just alittle picture of Pebble. They are not | ooking
at these other mnes |i ke Chuchuna. These mnes are right
up here behind our village. |If this mne ever goes
t hrough, they are going to affect all these nountains.
We'll never be able to go up there and hunt ever again.
And that's a big concern of m ne.

The Upper Talarik Creek -- they say there is not
going to be no salnon streans going to be affected by this
mne. |If this mne goes in, Upper and Lower Talarik is
probably going to be dry, and the fish in the water are
going to be right by the base of the |ake there.

And the other thing | hear people saying, it's going

to create jobs. Yes, it wll create jobs for a nere 20
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years. And the thing is, a |lot of people are saying that
you will be able to work at honme; you are going to stay
home. Only people that | see that's going to be able to
actually go hone after work on Pebble are the people in
I'li a€”mma and Newhal en. Everybody el se fromthe other
areas, they are going to be staying at the Pebble site for

two to six weeks, depending on how good they are.

And this -- ny concern is because of ny grandchil dren
and ny children. | nean, | want themto be able to go up
on the nountain. | want themto be able to continue

subsisting and be able to travel the |ands and hear the
stories that we have to tell them and where we are al
goi ng.

The other thing is this freshwater seal in Iliama
Lake and this icebreaker that they're trying to put in.
What are the seals going to do when that water is open all
the tinme? | nean, are they going to stay where they are
at, or are they going to go to this open water that's
going to be open all the tine, which is going to put them
right in the path of this boat here, sone ship with the
turbines? | don't knowif it's going to kill the seals or
not .

And only two | akes in the world has freshwater seals.
That's Iliama Lake and Baikal. | don't think any

research or studies are being done on these. Are they
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even consi dered an endangered speci es?

| grewup listening to ny elders. M parents took in
a lot of elders. They always told nme, you take care of
the land and the land will take care of you. | truly
believe that, and | totally oppose this mne. And
everybody is | ooking at the snall picture. They're just
| ooki ng at Pebble. Nobody is |Iooking at these ot her huge
mnes that are going to go in. You are |ooking at maybe
five tailing ponds up there. Nobody is going to | ook at
all the other -- and if Pebble opens up, it's going to
open the door for all these other m ning conpanies. And
that's just going to create nore problens for us.

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Ti not hy Hobson.

MR TIMOTHY HOBSON: Hello. I'ma little
nervous, but I'd like to thank all those. You guys are
all true. But we need jobs. W all need jobs,
definitely. But we've got to protect our fish for our
chedas, our chedas' chedas. W eat fish, but we need
jobs, too. And | agree with John Branson. Wong pl ace
for a mne or wong place for a processing factory.

Suggestion I'd like to make is: Can the Arny Corps
make |i ke a reservation for this processing plant?
| nstead of having all that poison out there flowng in the

| and, mne it. Take the rocks sonewhere el se barren
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sonewhere barren, hopefully, like a reservation. That
woul d elimnate nuch of it, other than the occasi onal seal
getting run over. But if there is a spill, then it wll
just be rocks, right, if they elimnate the processing
pl ant .
Ckay. Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: George Alex [sic].

MR, GEORGE ALEXIE: H . M name is CGeorge
Alexie. | ama lifelong resident of Nondalton. And our
peopl e have been here for 10,000 years, and we have |ived

off the salnon for 10,000 years. And if the m ne goes

t hrough, the tailings drains into Lake Iliama and to the
Kvi chak. So that would -- if you take the fish away, this
village will die. Everything will die: Bears, eagles.
You wi Il have nothing here, and that will be it.

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Natalia Marttila.
Nat al i a, would you |like to speak?

MS. NATALI A MARTTI LA: | didn't sign, up
but I can go.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: There is a question
mark, so | figured |I'd ask the question.

MS. NATALI A MARTTI LA: Hell o. Can you
hear me? My nane is Natalia Buddha [ph]. |I'm speaking --

| mean Marttila. M husband hears that, he w |
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probably -- okay.

This is just a short quote fromny elders. And I
wish | could speak in Dena'ina, but I can't. And this
is a quote fromny elders that we have to be very carefu
what choi ce we nake because there will conme a tine when
manmade projects can be disastrous. And we can never
forget our subsistence way of |life for survival. And you
know, just a thought. You have to be very careful. And
our elders always, always talk to us. But when they talk
to us about choices to nake, they never make their choices
in one day, two days. Sonetines it takes them a nonth,
maybe a year. They will cone back to you and they wl|l
talk to you.

So what they are tal king about nowis this, you know,
project. And it seens like it's just, you know, all at
once. They are trying to make us see what -- you know,
what they are doing in a short period of tine. 1It's a
tinme where we have to be very careful of what choice that
we do make. For ny -- you know, for ny -- for nyself, you
know, | think of our village. | think of our people, what
we need for our future and what it's going to do for our
future. Just like our elders said: Be very carefu
because mannmade projects can be very dangerous at tines.
Sonetinmes we can't fix it.

In our way of life, we dealt wwth land. That was our
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life. And sonetines we nake -- we nmake stuff. W break
it. But we can never fix Mther Nature when she gets --
when she pl ays.

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Anot her question nark.
El i zabeth Balluta. Elizabeth?

MS. ELI ZABETH BALLUTA: | wote it down.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Gkay. Thank you.

Mel vin Tref on.

MR. MELVIN TREFON: Thank you. And thank
you for this opportunity. |I'm Melvin Trefon, born and
rai sed in Nondalton. This proposed mne area | hold dear
to ny heart, the area, because of what we did there when
was a chil d.

My nom and dad and Newhal en peopl e, them guys, Al bert
Wassillie, we went to Frying Pan Lake during spring break.
| wasn't supposed to go, but | wouldn't get off the
airplane. So they -- | shanghai'd the trip and | went to
Frying Pan Lake. And I went there with O en Hudson's
airplane. He had a Wdgeon he ran on the | ake and drove
up the bank and parked, | think, on the northwest side of
t he | ake.

Anyway, we cane out of there with a lot of fish and
gane. That is what we went there for. The fish run under

the ice in the Talarik Creek there along -- bel ow Frying

35
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Pan Lake. And people used to cone back fromthere -- from
there wiwth sled |oads of fish this time of year because
the fish has lived there. And everybody knows what we
were going there to get.

Wien we were there, we were observing the valley
there. |It's the backside of this nountain down here we
call Toknustin [ph]. | don't know the nane for this
nmount ai n over here [indiscernible].

Anyway, the area is also inportant -- it was a
passage from-- this tinme of year for the spring hunt,
hunting and m grating. Newhal en people m grated through
that area and ended up in the Chulitnas, and in the
springtine there was -- it is known to have big potl atches
where we ate their food. They paid their price for going
t hrough our land. Anyway, Newhal en people had -- it was
good to eat other people' s food was how they used to put
it. Dena'inas prepared it different fromthe Yup'ik.

But anyway, it was just an exchange of food. W had
a neeting at what we call |ndian Point where everybody
cones down in the springtine and congregate. And that's
where they held their party, potlatch for Newhal en people
to go back hone. Everybody went hone safely with all the
food and fish that they wanted. And so that was a
tradition that every year the southern people, the

Yup'i ks, went through that area and ended up in our
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territories, as it was down in Newhal en, and everybody
made sure it was a good -- good, safe, productive tine,
al ways.

Anyway, this mne is in our trapping grounds, also.
We -- the beaver used to be considered noney to us and
clothing here. Everything. The |anguage, used counting
beaver castors. So the nunber system i ncorporated beaver.
And it was really inportant. Anyway, | could go on to how
much those areas were inportant.

The other thing is probably besides the point, but
there was | akes there that they -- we -- they | ooked for
wat er beetl e bugs, and it was considered a currency, too.
So maybe you guys wll have sone good | uck finding that.
But that's what -- those areas were just, like | said,
really inportant to Nondal ton peopl e because of how we
shared that with all the southern Yup'iks, and it was --
it's just arich -- rich place to be proud of.

"Il leave it at that.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Louis Wedman. Louis?
Loui s.

M. LOUE WEEDVAN: |I'moriginally from
Nushagak, New Stuyahok. Mostly growing up | went out
commercial fishing with ny grandpa. You know, back then
you have to go fishing so many years to get a fishing

permt. And so ne and ny brother, we had enough points to
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get a permt. Back then, you know, fishing commercially
in DIlingham was very good, early '80s. It was a very
good season then. Everywhere you -- you know, you set out
your nets, you will make a | ot of noney because it was $3
and a quarter a pound. | love fishing. It was part of ny
bl ood, you know, because of Dillingham Nushagak area.

Grew up fishing.

Then | noved here and | wanted to, you know, find a

job, no matter what job it is. Pebble, I worked for
Pebbl e eight years. | did alittle bit with Foundex for
three years. M job was drilling down 100 feet down to

the bedrock to do water sanples. The streamruns down
sout h underground. Wggly is above Frying Pan, and we are
right in the mddle of Wggly Lake and Frying Pan. This
is where we were getting a lot of copper. And | worked
for driller's helper, five years as a driller's hel per.
We used chem cals or a dianond bit, as we were drilling
down 3,000 feet. And | did a little bit of reclanmation.
Just wanted to do a little bit of everything w th Pebbl e.

| wal ked from Cook Inlet all the way to the mne. M
job was test hole, you know, every, like, 300 -- and |I'd
have to dig down, like, three feet through the gravel.

And we worked April to Decenber 15th. And they kept
nme on because they -- we -- | -- the ones that likes to

work for Pebble. Mney is good. | paid off a |lot of
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bills, put food on ny table. | went fishing before. |
came hone broke.

It's just | want to say that Wggly, Frying Pan,
Koktuli runs down to the Mil chatna. Ml chatna runs down
t he Nushagak to Dillingham Wggly Lake runs upper to
Lake Iliama. |It's just confusing. And | -- not for -- |
was just being neutral about the job. And | knowit's
wr ong because | noticed living here a | ot of caribou used

to mgrate up this way, just their route behind these

mount ai ns here. It kind of affect wildlife with the
caribou. | noticed that, working eight years. And I
w sh -- you know, it's like they say: It's the wong

place to do is Wggly and Frying Pan. The water has to
cone up sonewhere. You know, what | nean
So Wggly -- | nmean, Frying Pan is the problem
because it filters Koktuli and Upper Talarik Creek. |
just want to say what this Pebble is affecting. Okay?
MR, SHANE MCCOY: Carence Delkittie.
MR. CLARENCE DELKI TTI E: My name is
Cl arence Delkittie. | just got back from | daho and seen
t he m nes down there, you know, the people tal king about
what happened down there. Their fish, they couldn't eat
their fish, and they are finding dead birds |ike swans
around the area. And since |'ma hunter and fishernman and

subsi st off the |land, |I'm concerned about the swans and
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t he geese com ng up here because they eat the contam nated
stuff down there and they cone up here, and I kill it and
eat that, it will put nme in potential danger of getting
cancer fromeating the wildlife. So that's a big concern
to ne.

And | was thinking, they did a baseline study in
1978. They need to update that study and try to do nore.
And | trap and hunt back here in the nountains towards --
t owards G oundhog and past there. And if the m ne goes
t hrough, they'll be doing a lot of blasting with dynam te.
Whio knows? It could be night and day. It will be keeping
up everybody awake here, and it will be a | ot of noise.
And | don't think I would like that. Personally, how
woul d you feel if sonebody was dynamting in your -- right
next to your area and keeping you up? You wouldn't |ike
t hat, either.

And the tailings ponds, | know there they are going
to be uploading nore and nore. What about the rainfall?
It's going to fill up with water and it's going to
eventually overflow. And you tal k about they are going to
be hauling the acid rock to one area and filling it up.
And it's going to fill up with water, and they will have
to keep on punping that out. And | know they are going to
probably treat it, but | don't believe in the treatnent of

how t hey are going to do it.
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And the natural gas pipeline that's comng that you
said they are going to put through and the tailings ponds
and stuff, what about if there is a big earthquake? AIn't
going to be able to control that if sonething |ike that
happens. It could destroy the gas pipeline in the | ake,
Iliamma Lake. And all that could drain out into the |ake
while the salnon is here and pollute the lake, and it wll
affect all the salnon like that. There could be a big
eart hquake up there where the tailings pond is, and it
could crack while they are -- while they are -- before
they could treat it, and we will have a discharge of waste
comi ng down the creeks and stuff. There would be no way
for themto stop that.

Then another thing is all the things going on in
Washi ngt on, you know, noney tal ks and everything. And who
is to say that all the high guys up there, the politicians
and everybody else, is being paid off by Pebble? You
know, Pebble got |ots of noney. They could pay off al
t he people that pass all these deals with the m ning, and
we don't know what the heck they are doing. You know,
they are -- they are big wigs. They are having a neeting
off to the side and we don't know what the heck is going
on. And that's not right.

And | travel up there every year hunting cari bou,

bl ack bear hunting back towards Pebble. And we even got a
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trail fromhere to Line Village that we travel every year

or so. W wouldn't be able to go through that route naybe

because it will be -- it's going to be all disrupted.
And | oppose the mne. | really think we need to
get -- get the word out there. Wite the politicians and

all the legislators and have them help us a | ot because |
think the people in Juneau and all the legislators that's
got higher-up positions, they ought to start | ooking out
after us a lot better. They are not sticking up for us
when they go to Washi ngton, and that's not right. And I
think they better start doing a better job.

And people that go down there, they need to get the
nessage because we don't want to end up |li ke the people
down there in the reservations down there in Montana and
wherever, got all their |ivelihoods destructed by
contam nation. They couldn't eat their fish. The birds,
the swans is dying. And not only the birds and swans.
What about the robins and the smaller birds, too? They --
they mgrate back and forth, and every year we are seeing
| esser and | esser snaller birds and stuff that cone up
here. And they are going to be wiping all that out.
That's not right, killing off the swans and the geese and
the robins and all the birds that m grate back and forth.

W |like to hear the birds sing when they conme up and

fly up here and be here. And in the springtine we | ook
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forward to hearing them |[If we couldn't hear them no
nore, that will be a sad day.

And | think that's a bad place for the mne. | think
that's all | got for now If | could think of nore, |

wi sh | coul d.

MR SHANE MCCOY: WII| Evanoff.

MR, WLLI AM EVANOFF: l'd like to thank
you guys for com ng out to take our comments. | hope
t hese comments hel p you guys make the right decision and
not permt this m ne.

My nane is WIliam Evanoff, and |I'mthe president of
Nondal ton Tribal Council, and | amtestifying on our
council's behalf today. First I'd like to start by
recogni zing the ancestors of this land who cared for this
pl ace for thousands of years. Also for the el ders of
t oday who, along with us, have great concern for the harm
this mne can cause to our environnent, our waters, our
sal non, our culture, and our way of life.

We have been working to protect our hone in Bristol
Bay frommnes |i ke Pebble for over the |ast ten years.
This fight for our indigenous way of |ife has dragged on
for so | ong and has al ready i npacted our people and our
community. W would like Arny Corps to consider the
soci al and psychol ogi cal inpacts the stress this project

has al ready put on our people, our famlies and our
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community. W have been fighting to protect everything we
hol d sacred for years. It has consuned our energy, but
our dedication to protecting our indigenous way of life
has only strengthened over tine.

The peopl e of Nondal t on have al ways been and conti nue
to be strongly opposed to this type of mning in this

ar ea. Qur traditional |ands and waters are sacred and

have sustai ned our people since tinme imenorial. Pebble
Mne will drastically inpact our subsistence way of life
and our Dena'ina culture. W have never and w ||l never

support mines like this being developed in our region. W
are not willing to trade our sacred way of life for this
type of devel opnment. W, of course, support enploynent
opportunities, but projects like this do not and wll not
hel p our peopl e.

| f devel oped, Pebble will inpact every facet of our
peopl e and communities' everyday life, the life of our
future generations. W fight because we know what is at
stake. The very existence of our Dena'ina peoples, our

physical, social, spiritual connections to our |ands and

waters will be devastated by mnes |ike Pebble. W know
I f Pebble is allowed to develop, it will only open the
door for all other mnes, |ike G oundhog, to devel op and

transformthis area into a mning district.

This is not just a tribal concern or a regional or
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state concern. This mne will have effects that are
wor | dwi de. There are no guarantees that our waters wl|
not be affected. Tailings fromthis m ne containing waste
rock will be potentially acid generating, and this w |
requi re special storage and nonitoring forever. This has
potential to generate acid under water. Techniques to
slow this acid producti on have not been effective in other
mnes. There i s no guarantee.

|"d like to end with a quote by Dr. Al an Boraas. |
t hought it was a great quote. "There are no cultures of
t he other alnbost 30 that can today rely on wild sal non
because the sal non runs have been destroyed. Only in one
pl ace -- only one place -- can cultures carry on the
traditions of their ancestors, nmaking the transition from
prehistory to now. The technology changes, but the
attitudes, many of the beliefs, and the inpact on the
culture are still there. And that's the Dena'ina and the
Yup'ik of this area.™

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Sarah O Neal .
M5. SARAH O NEAL: Thank you. |

appreci ate the opportunity to provide oral testinmony, in
addition to nore detailed comments |I'|ll provide in
witing.

My nane is Sarah O Neal, and I"'mcurrently a Ph.D
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student at the University of Washi ngton down in Seattl e,
which is near where | was born and raised. And | have
been a freshwater ecol ogist nowwith a focus on Pacific
sal non and their habitat for upwards of two decades. In

t he past half of that, the past decade, |'ve had the great
fortune of helping lead a teamof folks to collect what |
believe is one of the world's | ongest-term prem ni ng data
sets on the baseline environnental conditions around the
mne site and i n surroundi ng wat ersheds out here.

Qur data fromthose efforts, in addition to data that
was produced by Pebble's contractors, very clearly
i ndicate that the waters draining the Pebble deposit are
essential sal non habitat and that, unfortunately, they are
also particularly vulnerable to inpacts frommning, in
that they can't buffer the acid that will be generated and
that they can't |l ock up any of the copper and other netals
that will inevitably be produced fromthis type of
activity fromthis type of devel opnent.

So the bottomline is there just sinply is no way to
devel op a project of this scale and type that will not
fundanentally alter the ecol ogy of these sal non streans
and of Lake Iliama as the project is currently
constructed, which is the world' s | argest sockeye sal non
nur sery.

But even without all that detailed data, we just know
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from decades -- and arguably if you go back to Atlantic
sal non i n Europe, even centuries -- of experience that
devel opnent of this size will inevitably inpact sal non

popul ati ons.

My career started in the Pacific Northwest where |
grew up, which at the tine sat squarely in the m ddl e of
the falling dom noes of sal nobn popul ati ons whi ch were
mar chi ng up the West Coast of North Anerica. Down there
to this day taxpayers are spending nbre noney to
fruitlessly mtigate and conpensate and restore | ost
habitat than what little renains of the fishery is even
worth. And those efforts sinply are not working. W just
can't put those streams back together again. The
mtigation tools that we have tried are failing.

And that's why | cane to Al aska, to start research,
to conduct research in a place where sal non popul ati ons
and their habitat are still intact and sal vageabl e and can
be studied without the bitter finger pointing and
politicking that's going on constantly on south.

| have al so had the great fortune to fish
commercially in both Bristol Bay and Cook Inlet and, in
doi ng so, have witnessed firsthand the stark contrast
between the still booming billion-and-a-half dollar
Bristol Bay fishery and the struggling Cook Inlet fishery.

Sadly, | believe that Cook Inlet is the next dom no, that
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it is already on the brink or maybe even in the process of
falling. That fishery is struggling.

The port that's proposed and the road to it which --
by the way, to date are areas which have not been studied
at all for environnental baseline by the m ning conpanies.
Those inpacts to Cook Inlet may very well end up being the
ultimate ti pping point to Cook Inlet as the next dom no.

And it's inportant to renenber this permtting
process is for -- it's not just a project. It's really
nore |ike at | east four huge projects. And one could
argue, between all the basically three ports and multiple
roads and nmultiple treatnent plants, that it's really as
many as maybe even a dozen projects.

So all told, if they are built, they will inevitably
becone a significant fraction of the thousand cuts that
have led to the dem se of so nmany sal non popul ati ons up
and down the coast, fromCalifornia all the way at | east
to Canada's Fraser River where popul ati ons have sinply
bl anked out.

If this project is developed, it will nearly
literally pave the way for the succession of the dom noes'
path from al ready struggling Cook Inlet into the | ast
| argest truly wild and sel f-sustaining sal non fishery on
earth.

Thank you very nmuch for your tine and attenti on.
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MR. SHANE MCCOY: Randy Kakaruk. My
apol ogi es to everybody.

MR, RANDY KAKARUK: That's okay. You've
but chered | ots of them tonight.

| just want to say thanks to John and Tim which I
happen to go | ast because that's a tough speech to foll ow
up there. But | amfromhere. | was born and raised
here. And when you guys cone in wth all this kind of
stuff, you guys aren't just threatening sal non. You guys
aren't just threatening water. You guys are threatening
our way of life. W have done this for years; years and
years out.

My friend' s little boy asked ne a question the other
day, and | just finally got to answer it. \Wen has there
ever been a sunmmer when we have not done fish canp?
Never. It's -- we don't think about that kind of stuff.
We didn't have to answer these kind of questions until we
are threatened by this because we just did what was right,
and we did it year in and year out. So when you guys cone
wth this kind of stuff, it's disturbing to ne. It's
di sgusti ng.

Wiere is the dark side of this? Were is the

what-ifs? You know, we don't see that. |If you guys had
the what-ifs up here, | guarantee you guys woul dn't have
as nmuch support as you guys do right now. It | ooks great
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on paper and stuff. It really does. But this is not the
pl ace for it.

It's really disgusting and di sturbing here. And you
guys are asking us to put faith init. The raw definition
of faith is believing in sonething that cannot be proved.
You guys can't prove this. How can you guys guar antee
that this is not going to have no kind of negative inpact
on our environnent here? You guys can't.

And you know I'm-- I'mwith Tim W need jobs. |'m
not going to hate Timbecause he has a different view
You know, Timis ny friend. Just because we don't have
t he sane views doesn't nean we should be divided. This is
what they want. Divide and conquer. It really is. They
want to make us weak so they can go through what they
want. But just because we have different views doesn't
mean we shouldn't stop standing together. W have to
stand up for who we are. W' ve got to have respect for
oursel ves and our | and year in and year out.

And like | said, | absolutely want jobs, but this is
who we are. There is a reason why we have |lived here for
t housands and t housands of years. And it's because we
rely on fish. Not just fish, water. Here is --
subsi stencely, | would have been downriver hunting right
now, but instead |'m here doing testinony agai nst you guys

again. Again and again we have been doing this for years.
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Whien does no nmean no for you guys? | really don't
nmean to get heated on this and | don't want to get nmad at
you because | know we have got to go to permtting, but
all this right here, it seens |ike you guys are pro
Pebble. If you guys are doing permts, aren't you guys
supposed to be neutral? Were is the negative side of all
this? | nmean, we need to see stuff |ike that, too. And
like | said, | guarantee if there was a negative side to
it, you guys wouldn't have as nuch support as you guys do.

So pl ease, make the right decision. Al right? This
Is not the spot for it. It really isn't. | nean,
economcally we are kind of failing, but resourcefully we
are rich. You can't take that away fromus. You can't
put a price onit. You can't.

So pl ease, make the right decision.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Fawn Sil as.

M5. FAWN SILAS: |'Il put mine in witing.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Teresa Rickteroff.

MS. TERESA RI CKTERCFF: | wrote m ne down.
MR SHANE MCCOY: Harry.

MR, HARRY KARSHEKCFF: Hel | o. My name is
Harry, and I'"'mon the Kijik board and used to be on the
tribal council. But this mne that they are trying to put
t hrough divided us up. | got famly menbers on Kijik

board and | got famly nenbers on tribal. And it kind of
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divided us up. | can see that. Wen the mne started,
and -- seens |ike you guys should be -- | should be over
t here and you guys should be asking ne what to do up

t here.

And I'"ma fisherman and a firefighter. I|I'mthe -- |
have been fishing for 40 years or nore and a firefighter
for 30 years. And the reason why | do that, because it's
nmy life and I don't want to quit that. That's why |I'm
agai nst Pebbl e.

Thank you.

MR SHANE MCCOY: KimWIIiams.

MS. KI MBERLY W LLI AMS: My nanme is
Kinmberly WIllians, and | have testified before in
Kokhanok, I1liama and New Stuyahok. For the record, |I'm
fromD Ilingham and | am a board nenber of Bristol Bay
Nati ve Corporation and a nenber chief of the Curyung
Tribe. | would like to add to ny previous testinony.

And when | think about com ng around to all the
vill ages and testifying and sayi ng sonething different,
you have to really think about, what next aml| going to
focus in on?

And today | would like to focus in on salnon. The
preseason forecast -- and it's really hard to go after
Sarah. The preseason forecast of sockeye sal non returning

to Bristol Bay river systens is 51.3 mllion fish.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

53

All ow ng for an escapenent of 12.2 mllion into the
rivers, this | eaves a harvestable surplus of 39 mllion
sockeye. And you can find this on Fish and Gane's
website. And fromtheir web page, | got that the Bristol
Bay total run has averaged 33.78 mllion from 1963 through
2017 and has averaged 43.71 mllion fish during the nost
recent ten-year period.

Last year, according to the Al aska Departnent of Fish
and Gane, Bristol Bay enjoyed anot her great sockeye sal nbn
season with 37.7 mllion sockeye valued at $209.9 mllion.

| grew up commercial fishing with ny parents. | gave
it up 20 years ago to allow ny children to fish with their
papa. M dad, who is 78 years old, continues to
commercial fish in the Nushagak district. Today ny
youngest boys -- | have triplets. So two of the boys are
17, Chris and Grant. They get to go and enjoy fishing
with their papa and nake noney that | put away into their
bank account to save for college. And today | get the job
of putting up that subsistence catch of the king, sockeye,
chum and coho. And | do this wth nmy daughters, no
different than what | did with ny grandma and ny nom and
in turn they did it with their grandnothers and their nom

These sal non provi de nuch needed protein for our
diets in the wwnter, and it's sonething that we share wth

our famly who can't cone to Dillingham | used to

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

54

commercial fish, and | can't renenber what age it was, but
| think it was around 10 until |I was 20. And the npbney
that | made comrercial fishing went through and paid for
nmy col |l ege educati on.

And |ike so many commercial fishing famlies, the
children -- if you conpare ny nomand ny grandma, | have a
master's degree. | have a bachelor's degree. M nom had
a high school diploma. M grandnma went through the sixth
grade. Today ny daughter has a doctorate. And this is
what commercial fishing does. It allows us to send our
kids; it allows themto nmake noney; it allows us to put
noney away; it allows themto get an education so that we
could cone and testify in every different village tal king
about Pebbl e and the inpacts it has to this fishery.

The economi c val ue of this renewabl e resource,
sal non, to ne deserves the highest mtigation neasures and
alternatives that will not dimnish the ex-vessel val ue
nor the value to ny subsistence and your subsi stence that
everybody has been tal ki ng about here today.

These sal non feed at | east 7,000 of us who reside
here in Bristol Bay. And our fight to protect this
fishery is not sonething that can easily be brought down
to a dollar value. 1've attended the Al aska Departnment of
Fish & Ganme Board of Fish neeting, and | renenber and

can recall clearly when the Yukon Ri ver people were
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fighting, and there was a di m ni sh of Yukon Ri ver Kings,
testinmony from an ant hropol ogist telling the Board of Fish
nmenbers that it was okay, it was fine for the Yukon River
people to trade and give up their king sal non and eat
sonet hi ng el se.

Now, if you are a Native person, that is just unheard
of. You cannot trade and change the val ue of a king
sal non and what it nmeans to you culturally to anot her
fish. And I'"'mhere to tell you today that the king sal non
that | put into ny snokehouse, that they spawn up on the
Nushagak and into the Mil chatna, |ike Louie Wednman tal ked
about, into the Koktuli, those king sal non -- you know,
I"mlucky. | get to catch and put about 100 away in ny
snokehouse every year. And you cannot trade that for a
pi nk, a coho, a sockeye or anything el se because that Kking
sal non has a lot of value culturally to me and how I
share.

And it is no different than to you up on Iliama
Lake. You get sockeye and you don't get the king sal non.
And you are lucky if you got a trade over on the Nushagak
side or you have got connections on the Nushagak side with
famly that can then trade with you. And that's sonething
t hat you cannot put a val ue on.

So | want to say, you know, we have a king sal non

popul ation in Bristol Bay that is healthy. |It's not huge.
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It's not huge conpared to sockeye, but it is a healthy run
as you conpare it to Cook Inlet, the Yukon and the
Kuskokwim And it's only in the Nushagak district that we
have these king sal non. They only spawn in the MKI ung,

al ong the Nushagak, up the Mil chatna, and the Koktuli.

So if you inpact through this mne through a tailings
pond, which is |located on the north fork of the Koktuli,
the inmpact will be devastating to the people dowriver.

And |'mhere to say culturally that there is no
mtigation. And if Pebble wants to listen to the
alternatives, you need to nove that tailings inpoundment
facility. Better yet, put it in outer space. | don't
care. But you need to take it away fromthe Koktuli
because those king salnon are very inportant to the people
of this region. And you can't just trade it and say this
dol l ar value is going to -- or we are going to put nore
wetlands in this area and hel p destroy beaver dans so we
can have nore escapenent -- or spawni ng area. Those
mtigation neasures do not work.

And |'mhere to say that those king sal non are
i nportant. And | expect the Arny Corps of Engineers to do
everything that you can to nake sure that they are not
| npact ed.

Thank you.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Mark Noden
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MR MARK NODEN:. H . M nane is Mark

Noden, and I'mfromD | lingham and | grew up conmerci a
fishing. And also worked with the oil industry quite a
bit. And they have a lot of neasures in place. It all

has to do with the bottomline. They don't want to see

red on the bottomline, anywhere near the bottomli ne.

And when | first heard about this, | thought it was just,
you know, they are going to dig, like, a gravel pit, you
know. And until | looked into it and |I thought, okay, so

where is the renediation if sonething happens? Were is
the testing to make sure that nothing is happeni ng? Were
is all that? Al you are showng ne is a nice, big dock
and a road and a pipeline and this -- | nean, how are you
going to try to prevent anything from happeni ng?

And | don't think there is a way for it to -- because
here cones a nosquito that spawns in your pond thing and
carries the -- off to the birds that eat it and, you
know -- whatever. | nean, there is no -- | don't think
t hey are show ng enough prevention or any renedi ati on.

Look at the oil conpanies. They have it down to a
sci ence. They give you -- when an incident happens, they
got a booklet and it says, oh, this is what happened.

This is what we need. This is so nany personnel we need.
And pow, they are on it, you know But | don't see that

here. Al | see is a bunch of nice pictures of pretty
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cool stuff. And you know, you are not getting enough

sayi ng preventi on.

Like this is -- |I've heard a | ot since | have been
here is, you know, it's going to -- you are going to dunp
it right into the lake. | nean, that's not -- you got to
figure out sone other way of doing it, like ship it to

outer space. Okay?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Charlotte Ball uta.

M5. CHARLOITE BALLUTA: Hel | o. ' m
Charlotte Balluta, born and rai sed here. | " ma Kokkot an,
whi ch means head of the waters. So we grew up know ng how
| nportant our water is to us, our subsistence, for ne, for
nmy famly, ny daughters, ny granddaughter. They do
fishing wth nme now They cut fish with me. So |I'm proud
to say it's being passed on to future generations, which
l'd like to see forever is our future generation could
grow up eating and cutting, subsisting the way |I did
t hrough the years.

And so yeah. | would like to see the water being
protected nore. Having what we have we are very lucky to
have.

So thank you guys for being here and |listening to our
comments here. And thank you

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Al annah Hurl ey.
MS. ALANNAH HURLEY: "Il go if there is
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time at the end.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: There is tine.
MS. ALANNAH HURLEY: Hello, everybody. I

have had the honor of neeting many of you, but not all of

you. For those of you that don't know ne, | am Yup'ik
fromdarks Point. M nane is Mancuaqg, and ny Irish nane
Al annah Hurley. And | live and work in Dillingham but

I'"mfromddarks Point, which is a tiny village just across
the water fromthere.

First, I just want to say that |'mtestifying on
behal f of nyself today. And | just want to thank the
peopl e of Nondalton so nuch for allow ng us to be here,
for inviting us into your conmunity. | was thinking about
it earlier and about how a few hundred years ago what
woul d a Yup'ik woman be doing up in Dena'ina country and
how funny it is that -- not funny, but how amazing it is
t hat we have becone so, so strong and united together and
how nuch this issue has drained fromus. At the sane
tine, it has really brought us together and united our
people. So I'mjust so thankful to be here today and to
have been wel coned and invited here.

| just want to echo a couple of things before |I add
one thing that | didn't talk about in ny previous
testinony. Like many people have reiterated today, at its

core this is a human rights issue. This is an
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environnental justice issue. This is an indigenous rights
I ssue. W can tal k about economcs all day |ong, but at
the end of the day, this is a noral issue.

Are we at a point in history when the Anerican
governnment is going to finally choose people over profit
and all ow the | ast great sockeye sal non cul tures anywhere
on the planet to continue to exist, because that's al
we're asking for. W are not asking for handouts. W are
not asking for anyone to nove nountains for us. W are
asking to sinply be left alone. And we have been asking
that for that -- for over a decade.

And we have said it over and over and over again. W
are going to continue to say it until we are actually left
alone, to reclaimeverything that we have | ost due to the
i npacts of col onization, and to be able to thrive into the
future.

| was so thankful for what Randy said about not
hati ng peopl e just because they want jobs. | cone from
one of the snallest, poorest communities in Bristol Bay.
O course we want jobs. O course we want econom c
devel opnent. But we woul d never trade who we are for
that. And we woul d never trade our continued existence in
Bristol Bay for some short-termjobs.

And one thing | would like the Arny Corps to consi der

Is the history of this area and the history of
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years ago in the Lower 48. M grandma was one -- she was

one of the first people to see nonnative people in Al aska.

That's how fresh this is for us.

And when we thi nk about the untapped potential of
sust ai nabl e i ndustry and sust ai nabl e econom ¢ devel opnent
and our people getting our fair share of this fishery, is
It perfect? No. But the potential is there, and we have
said over and over again we will not throw that away. So
pl ease give us the opportunity to grow in the way that we

are neant to, in a sustainable way, in that way that the

61

jobs that we can create in our communities do not threaten

who we are as indigenous people. That's a trade we are
not willing to nake.

| guess the last thing I'll say is | was also really
t hankful for June's comment about |istening to oursel ves
and not letting outside influences determ ne how we think
about these things. No matter how you feel about this

project, that's very inportant. Tribal sovereignty, the

sovereignty of our people being able to nmake this decision

for ourself, has been at the forefront of our thinking
about this project for a very long tine.

And when you | ook at the nunbers and you | ook at the
people, it has not changed. It has only grown. Over 80

percent of this region over and over and over again has
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said no. There are no guarantees. There is -- if there
was a guar antee, naybe, but there isn't, and there never
w || be because you cannot change the size, type and

| ocation of this project.

So with that, you know, you asked us to tal k about
mtigation. And that word bothers nme |i ke everybody el se
who tal k about these bother ne because they don't tell you
about the what-ifs and the potential side effects. And
the only way to have a guarantee is to | eave us al one.
There is no way to mtigate the risk here. And we have
said over and over and over again, we do not accept that
risk.

And so | ask the Arny Corps of Engineers to recognize
that. Recognize that we are only human. And the only way
to not inpact our people in this fishery is to not permt
this project.

And t hank you for being here today.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: So currently that is the
list of fol ks that have requested an opportunity to
provide comment in a public forum | know | saw sone
fol ks thinking while they were up here deliberately. So
do understand that there is still opportunity to provide
addi ti onal comments on the project website,
pebbl eproj ectei s. com

Again, 1'd like to say, for ease of remenbrance,
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there are sone cards over there that can direct you to
that. And again, there is an interactive map feature for
that. There's also the opportunity if you want to provide
witten comments and send themto ne at the Corps, as
well, soit will be part of the scoping docunent. And
understand the next tine that there is an opportunity for
testi nony and public comment will be at the draft EI S
stage, at which point the analysis and the franmework w ||
have been devel oped and will give the public an
opportunity to provide comrents on those things.

Again, 1'd like to thank you on behalf of the United
States Arny for participating and allowng us to conme into
your village and hold this neeting. Actually, you hosted
this neeting. But | do thank you again for allowng us to
cone and listen to your voices. So thank you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 5:45 p.m)

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

64

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of April 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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